“ These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the Worv 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were 
80.” — Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”—Acts, xvii. 11. Thes. v. 21. 


—-— | 


Vo . 


WILMINGTON, JANUARY 16, 1827. 


[No. 13. 


PRINTED FOR THE EpirTor, By S. E. MERRIHEW, No. 103, SuHrpLEy-STREET. 


THE RETROGRESSION, 
(Continued from fr. 179) 


“Are ye 80 foolish? having begun in 
the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by 
the flesh—Have ye suffered so many 
things in vain?” 

This language was not more applica- 
ble to the “foolish Galations,” than it is 
now to the Society of Friends in Great 
Britain. Let any one compare the mod- 
ern writings of Gurney, Howard, &c.— 
and the public ministry of members now 
in this country, with the “ Christian Qua- 
ker” of Penn and Whitehead, and he 
cannot fail to perceive the force and 
clearness of its application. They began 
“in the spirit”—they “ suffered”—they 
triumphed, and rapidly increased, al- 
most beyond example. A time of ease 
came ; persecution ceased, and leanness 
of soul followed. They gradually slid off 
from first principles; turned from the 
Spirit to the letter, and like Ephraim of 
old, “ joined themselves to idols.”” 

The number of monthly meetings to- 
wards the close of the sixteenth century, 
amounted, as before stated, to 151: and 
the meetings for worship to,700 or more. 
In 1797, the number of quarterly meet- 
ings was twenty-nine: in 1805, twenty- 
seven; and in 1811, twenty-six; and 
the number of monthly meetings in the 
same years, was 113; 111, and 106, re- 
spectively. Inthe year 1800, the whole 
number of Meetings in the whole island 
was 452; and in 1811, this number was 
reduced to 440:* all of which proves a 
constant and progressive decrease ; con- 


* See the “account” of Meetings, fprub- 
lished in those years, by “direction of the 
Y. Meeting.” 
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firming the remark of Clarkson in his 
“Portraiture”; who, after a close exami- 
nation of the subject, says, “That the 
Quakers then upon the whole are a de- 
clining body, there can be no doubt. 
While I state it, I lament it.”’* 

The decrease in numbers is, from a va- 
riety of testimony, even much greater 
than what is indicated by the meetings; 
for many of these are but mere skeletons. 
A minister who visited England from this 
country, in the year 1800, found more than 
seventy meetings, noone of which amount- 
ed to more than five families, several to 
but three; otherstoonly fwo ; and some to 
two or three persons only. At a Monthly 


_ Meeting at Taunton, in Somersetshire, 
| there were but fourteen females; one at 
| Dainswick, in Gloucestershire, ten fe- 
| males, and one at Dales, in North Waies, 
five only, were present. “We attended 
a meeting,” says the above mentioned 


friend, “in South Wales, consisting of a 
widow, and one woman, who lived five 
miles from the town. We were at ano- 
ther at Haverford, West, kept up by a 
widow, and, I believe two of her daugh- 
ters, andone man. We attended another 
five miles south of Pembroke, consisting 
of two young bachelors”—* Friends in 
this country,” adds the same persun, 
“have no idea of the state of the Socie-y 
in England.” A friend lately from Wales, 
informed the writer of a meeting in that 
country, which was kept up by a sing/e 
jerson, who met with a few of the neigh- 
bours every first day, and performed the 
service, by reading a chapter in the bible, 
and commenting upon the text, for the 
benefit of his audience! 

The state of the Society, as it relates to 
its moral and religious standing, is such 


* Vol.3, fi. 277. 
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as might be inferred, from the condition | 
of the meetings, and the falling off in 
numbers. An address “To Friends in 
Great Britain and Ireland,” by Zhomas 
Shillitoe, (mow in the U. States) publish- 
ed in London, Anno 1823, throws some 
light on this part of the subject. In speak- 
ing of “Our first Friends,” he justly ob- 
serves that “they were raised up as a 
people, to bear testimony to the sufficien- 
cy of this pure principle of light and life 
in all mankind, which would direct them 
the way to the heavenly Canaan, and 
strengthen them to walk therein. They 
confirmed the truth of their testimony, by 
the general tenor of their conduct”— 
*“ Whereby they became as an ensign to 
the nations.”—* But alas! my friends,” 


continues he, “how is the gold become 
dim, and the most fine gold changed : how 
is the love of God, and that humility, and 
self-denial so manifest in them, now by 
too many amongst us, turned into the love 
of other things, such as gold and silver, 
and a desire to make an appearance of 
greatness in the world! That these sor- | 
rowfuc reverses have taken place in too | 
general a way amongst us asa Society, | 
let the reforts brought up from Monthly | 
to Quarterly meetings testify, especially | 
as to growth in the truth, and convince- | 
iment. For it is truly distressing to sit at 
the Monthly meetings, when this query 
is answered, and observe the difficulty 
and embarrassment the active members 
fee] themselves under, to answer it so as 
to pass the Quarterly meeting without 
remark ; especially as respects the first 
part, of a growth in the truth, which I 
understand to imply an inquiry, what in- 
dividual advancement we are making to- 
wards the kingdom of heaven. Yet not- 
withstanding these sifting seasons so fre- 
quently occur, (for such I find them to 
be to myself, and so I doubt not they 
prove to many others,) they are at times 
as when a man beholdeth his natural face 
in a glass, ‘and goeth his way, and 
straightway forgetteth what manner of , 
man he was.’ (Jam. i. 23, 24.) For want 

of abiding enough under these renewed 
visitations of the Great Head of the 
Church, how evident is #, that we soon | 
forget again our many deformities, here- | 
Sy adding sin tosin. Is not thistoo much | 


our situation asa Society at the present 
day? Are not Monthly Meetings and 
Quarterly Meetings going on from quar- 
ter to quarter, and from year to year, 
satisfying themselves with telling the 
same dismal tale, ‘we hope some among 
us witness a growth in the truth?? Now 
if the ground of this hope (where meet- 
ings venture thus far to express them- 
selves) were called for, I fear it would 
not be found in the general to be-that well 
grounded hope which gives victory over 
the world. At other times, ‘but little 
growth in the truth,’ and ‘ some convince- 
ment,’—* but little convincement,’ or ‘no 
convincement appears among us !”” 

Continuing to notice, and to lament over 
the fallen, degenerate state of society, he 
proceeds thus: “Heppy, I say, had it 
been for many, had they attended tothe 
pure limitations of truth, who are now 
plunged with their families into accumu- 
lated difficulties, and unlooked-for dis- 
tress; and respecting whom the declara- 
tion of the apostie has been verified, “They 
that will be rich, fall into temptation and 
a snare, and into many foolish and hurt- 
ful lusts, which drown men in destruc- 
tion and perdition. For the love of money 
is the root of all evil; which, while some 
coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows.’ (1 Tim. vi. 9, 10.) 
And it is to be feared there are many 
more of this description, who, at times, 
quake for fear of that which (without di- 
vine interposition) seems coming upon 
them. And is it to be wondered at, that 
these things should happen among us, 
when the conduct of many under our 
name is so opposed to the profession they 
are making ; (Exod. xviii. 21) which de- 
mands of us that we be found men fear- 
ing God and Aating covetousness. (Prov. 
xxviii. 16.) How opposite is this dispo- 
sition of mind to that of the love of the 
world !”—— 

“QO, these spots in our feasts of charity ! 
(for such I fear they have been to many 
who have been called together by the 
Lord’s messengers.) ‘These wells with- 
out water, these clouds without rain! 
These stumbling blocks to others, and to 
the youth among ourselves. Who have 
been coveting an evil covetousness, launch- 
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ing out intoa great way of business, which | 
truth never justified them in! And even 
some amongst us, not satisfied, when a_ 
kind Providence has so favoured them, as 
th.t there has been an ample supply from 
_ their present business for basket and store, 
to satisfy their thirst of more, have infrin- 
ged upon the rights and privileges of 
others, adding one fresh business to ano- 
ther. How does such a mode of proceed- 
ure comport with a people professing (as 
we do) to be dead tothe world, and alive 
unto Him whose apostle declared: ‘ If anv 
man love the world, the love of the Fath- 
eris notin him. (1. John ii.15.) From 
whence proceeds this conduct? Let the 
just witness tell us, my friends! and may 
_ jt arouseus before it be too late! 
such no longer continue to say, ‘ To-day 
or to-morrow we will go into such a city, 
and continue there a year, and buy and 
sell, and get gain;’? (James iv. 13 14.) 
whereas they know not what shall be on 
the morrow: but let them be willing to 
yield to the restraining influence of God’s 
word and power.” 

In speaking of trade and business he 
says—* What sorrowful instances of no- 
torious and scandalous failure have of late 


years happened amongst us, for want of | 


’ the timely exercise of this care! How 
have the records of our Monthly Meetings 
been sullied by report after report of this 
kind ; principally through the want of ob- 
serving the limitations of truth in our 
trade, and exercising acare that our way 


of living might in all things be consistent | 


with what we profess. The excellent 


advices that are annually read in all our | 


Meetings, I have long been led to fear, are 
become, to many who hear them, as a stale 
thing: but this is not the case with the 
right-minded, who are desirous of receiv- 
ing help every way.” 

Thus, whether we consider the mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends in England, 
in respect to numbers, or religious stand- 
ing, or the peculiar testimonies given 
them to bear, they will be found, in all 
these particulars, rapidly on the decline, 
and in a lamentable state of degeneracy 
when compared with their forefathers. 
They were first raised up, as has been 
justly observed, to bear testimony to the 
sufficiency, and excellency of the pure, 


Let | 


| inward firincifile of light and life; and 
| whilst they kept faithful to that, the 


_Lord’s power was with them, and over 


| them, and they flourished as plants of 
His right hand planting, and the people 


flocked to their standard. From the top 
of the rocks they saw them, and from the 
hills they beheld them, for they dwelt 
alone, and were not reckoned among the 
nations: and they were constrained to 
cry out as one formerly : “ How goodly 
_are thy tents, O Jacob! and thy taberna- 
cles,O Israel! But how is the gold be- 
come cim, and the most fine gold chang- 
ed!” They have lowered the standard, 
and the testimony for which they were 
raised up: like Ephraim, they have mix- 
ed with the people—strangers have de- 
voured their strength—gray hairs are up- 
on them! 


SPIRIT OF 
RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 
GURNEY’S DOCTRINES. 


One great and radical error, (for so it 
appears to me) which this learned com- 
mentator has fallen into, in common with 
other writers of the same class, consists 
in giving the name of “ revealed religion,” 
to the doctrines and precepts recorded 
inthe Scriptures. To the inspired pen- 
men these matters were revealed ; but to 
_us they are only Aistories of revelations. 


Revelation implies the highest possible 
| evidence ; but if the Scriptures be a reve- 
_ lation to ws, how will this author explain 
the fact, that “the astonishing industry 
and great discrimination” of “modern 
critics” have been; necessary to explain 
this revelation, and to furnish “criteria” 
for “the final settlement of its text’? 
and, after all this “ astonishing industry,” 
—after sixteen hundred years of contro- 
versy—thousands of volumes of com- 
ments written, and rivers of blood shed— 
do we not find mankind as much divided 
as ever, as to “the final settlement of the 
text’’? So far froin settling the text, this 
“ astonishing industry” has only tended to 
produce a no less astonishing contention 
| and division among those who have given 


' to themselves the name of Christians ; 
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and this author’s writings, being fruit of 
the same corrupt “tree of knowledge,” 
as those of other “ modern critics,” can 
have no possible effect, but to darken 
counsel, and prolong contention. 

The Scriptures either are a revelation 
to us, or they are not: if they are a reve- 
lation, then the author’s work is wholly 
superfluous ; and if they are not then all 
experience proves that his learned la- 
bours cannot make them so: and we 
must apply to a higher, and more infalli- 
ble commentator, even to the God of all 
truth, and the source of all knowledge, 
as our Teacher and expositor: and this 
is the ground which the primitive Qua- 
kers took. “Inward and immediate re- 
velation isthe only sure and certain way,” 
says Barclay, “to attain the true and sav- 
ing knowledge of God’: and these reve- 
lations, he tells us, “are not to be sub- 
jected to the test, either of the outward 
testimony of the Scriptures, or of the nat- 
ural reason of man, as to a more noble, 
or certain rule and touchstone: for this 
divine revelation, and inward illumina- 
tion, is that wich is evident and clear of 
itself, forcing, by its own evidence and 
clearness, the well-disposed understand- 
ing to assent ; irresistibly moving the same 
thereto.”’* 

Now, how the author goes about to 
teach us the way to discover that “ Chris- 
tianity is the religion of God,” I have al- 
ready pointed out in my last essay. It is 
“est .blished,” he says, “on the ground 
of the gennineness and authenticity of the 
Holy Scriptures”: and then he says, “ we 
are in possession of a clear ground for 
the examination and reception of the de- 
clarations of Holy Writ, respecting those 
various doctrines, which may be describ- 
ed as forming the essential frame-work ot 
our holy religion.” 

So then, the Bible contains both our re- 
ligion, and (with the help of “ modern 
critics’) the proofs of our religion, ac- 
cording to this writer. In offering these 
views, which are those of the English 
hiicrarchy, he has abandoned the princi- 
ples of the Society of which he is a mem- 
ber. William Penn, in his “ Christian 
Quaker,’ declares, and that in the name 


Vid. pip. 33—39. Phil. edit. 1805. 


of all his brethren, that, “ It is the testi- 
mony of the Spirit which is the true rule 
for believing and understanding the Scrip- 
ture; therefore not the Scripture, (con- 
tinues he) but the Spint of Truth, must 
be the rule for our believing them.” 

In his third Essay, the author treats 
“On the evidence of Prophecy,” which 
is introduced thus: “ The evidence of the 
divine origin of Christianity, afforded by 
the miracles of Jesus Christ and his apos- 
tles, although sudstuntial and satisfacto- 
ry, is not tobe considered as standing 
alone : for it forms only one division of a 
cumulative proof. Such has been the 
providential care exercised by our Hea- 


| venly Father over the spiritual interests 


of men, that he has been pleased to fur- 
nish them with a variety of corresfon- 


dent and harmonious signs, that the reli- 


gion, by means of which their salvation is 
to be effected, proceeds from himself.” 

There are several important questions 
embrace:! by the above paragraph, which 
I shall proceed to consider. 

1. “ The miracles of Jesus Christ and 
his apostles,” it is said, afford “ sudstan- 
tialand satisfactory” evidence of the “ di- 
vine origin of Christianity.” This is 
doubtful, if we are to judge from their 
effects; for there were but a few con- 
verted, compared with the number who 
witnessed them: but whatever force of 
evidence they might have had on the 
minds of those who actually witnessed 
them, we possess no such advantages, for 
we have the history only before us, of 
their performance, and not the miracles 
themselves. The only “ substantial and 
satisfactory” evidence is that of the Spi- 
rit of Truth operating on the soul, and 
thisis what the writer, consistently with 
his religious profession, should have re- 
ferred us to. In the apostolic ministry, 
this internal evidence was incomparably 
more efficient in conversion, than out- 
ward miracles: How greatly, therefore, 
is this kind of evidence to be preferred 
before the mere history of those mira- 
cles! It is this spiritual evidence; this 
inward light—this immediate revelation, 
which constitutes the “ Rock” on which 
the Church of Christ is built: and it is on 
this that Christians ought to “ build their 
confidence,” and not on the history of 
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outward miracles, as the author has er- 
roneously stated. 

2d. The ‘providential care over the 
spiritual interests of men,” we have no 
doubt of: but by the author’s views, as 
here given, this “providential care” has 
been strangely restricted to a small pro- 
vince, and a smal! nation; nor is our au- 
thor’s providential care, yet extended to 
more than one eighth part of the human 
family. To the other seven-eighths, the 
Biiie, or the “ Christianity” of which he 
speaks, remains, to this day, wuknown ! 
And the use that this small part of man- 
kind has made of this “ variety of cor- 
respondent and harmonious:sigus,”’ (or ra- 
ther the very learned commentators, and 
theologians among them) has been to pro- 
duce a grievous discord throughout Chris- 
tendom, and to banish feace from the 
earth! 

Tothe Israelites, we are told, (p. 52) 
“ God was picased to make himself mani- 
fest, not merely by the operation of his 
grace, but by the two undoubted and es- 
pecial signs of mirccies and prophecy : 
and it was by tiese extraordinary incauns, 
that, notwithstanding the remarkable 
proneness of the Israelites to redeliion and 
idolatry, and the powertlul opposition of 
the enemies of God, revealed religion was 
maintained in its appomted cour-e, undil 
the ume arrived for its d fusion over the 
world.” And further, in the next page 
the author remarks that “in the proplie- 
cies, and their exact fulfilment, the an- 
cient Hebrews were furnished with so 
many distinct evidences that God was 
the author of their religion, and the con- 
ductor of that great scheme oi love and 
providence, of which they were them- 
seives the immediace objects.” 

lt is thus that this writer restricts and 
limits “reveaied religion” to the singic 
nation of the Hebrews; and in our time, 
to those who may chance to be in posses- 
sion of the record of it: and this is Ais 
“great scheme of love and providence” |! 

Now what, | ask, is the true scheme oi 
Jove and providence, and the only one 
that consists with the divine attributes oi 
infiniie mercy, and infinite govdness, 
which belong to the common Father ot 
the whole fainily of mankind? ‘To sucti 
a question it may be safely answered, that 


nothing short of a religion UNIVERSALLY 
d ffused, and revealed to every soul on 

arth—a light that enlightens “every man 
coming into the world.” William Penn 
wrote his “Gentile Divinity,” and Bar- 
clav his treatise cf “Universal saving 
light,” in order to prove the universality 
of “ revealed religion,” in opposition to the 
clergy, who, like the author before me, 
could find it no where else but in the Bi- 
ble. “They that come to be led of the 
Spirit, arrive,” says Wm. Penn, “ at the 
end for which the Scripture was given 
forth.” And it is plain, that the design 
of every outward manifestation has been 
to bring man tothe mward one. The 
outward law ; miracles ; prophecies, and 
outward Christ, were all adapted to an 
outward state: and had for their object, 
the bringing man to the law written inthe 
heart—to the mward miracle of spiritual 
healing—to the inward prophet, and 
teacher—to Clirist the inward anointing ; 
conceraing which the apostle declares 
that we need not that any man teach us, 
“save as this anointing teacheth.” 

In the fourth Essay, we did hope to find 
something to the point—some spiritual 
views, beyond the mere outside of things, 
for it professes to treat of the “internal 
evidences of Christianity”: but in this we 
are agai disappoited. The author tells 
us that the Christian religion “ is, in fuct, 
a complex system, a scheme made up of 
numerous parts. He, ‘herefore,” contin- 
ues he, “who would unfold the internal 
evidences of our religion in ail thei in- 
teresting detail, must examine every ese 
seiatial arlicie which it proposes to our 
jaith, every distinct feature of its law of 
practice, every single motive which 't sup- 
phes to action, and every particular chan- 
vel through which it influences the heart,” 
&e. 

So far from being a “ complex system,” 
the Christian religion is, ] apprehend, the 
very reverse. it is extremely simple, 
and easily understood ; and the author’s 
own simile of the * wheels of my watch,” 
in his 64th page, will serve weli for an il- 
justration. For, it is “the untutored 
workman, [the ietter-learned system buil- 
der] in his ill directed attempts to repair 
it,” that has “ added to it,” many “afresh 
spring, or pivot, foreign to the true prin- 
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ciples of its structure, and has thus de- 
stroyed the order and beauty of the ma- 


chine, and prevented the useful regu 
larity of its movements”! 


In page 65 it is said that “ A compre- 
hensive view even of merely natural re- 
ligion, leads to an easy admission of the 


declarations of scripture, that God is just, , 


holy, true, benevolent, and bounteous. 
Justice is in many respects legibly im- 
printed on the course of providence, as are 
benevolence and bounty on the contri- 
vances of nature; andthe truth and ho- 
liness of.the Deity are powerfully evinced 
(even where the knowledge of an outward 
revelation has never penetrated) by the 
internal operations of that universal prin- 
cifile, which condemns man for iniquity, 
and is found to be a true and swiit witness 
for God, in the souls of his reasenable 
creatures. Certain it is, however, that 
these moral attributes of the Creator and 


Governor of men may be traced in some | 


of the declarations of ancient heathen 
philosophy, as well asin the frequent con- 
fessions of the champions of modern infi- 
delity.” 

I have laid the whole of this paragraph 
before the reader because it contains the 
only allusion that I have yet met with to 
the “universal principle’—the Lighi 
within. But this principle is made quite 
another thing from that which itis repre- 
sented to be in the writings of Fox, Bar- 
clay, Penn, and Whitehead and other 
primitive Friends ; and plain!y shews the 
extent of this writer’s apostacy from first 
principles, when taken in connection with 
what follows. “We may be so civilized, 
he says, [i. e. ¢ may so civilize us] as to 


be delivered from the senseless adoration 


of images of wood and stone, but we still 
find idols to worship” &c. and he proceeds 
to picture the state of “ unregenerated 
man towards Him, in whom he lives and 
moves, and has his being.” And what is 
to redeem us from this state, he tells in 
the next sentence,—“ But Christianity, 
considered as a system consisting of both 
doctrines and frrecepfits, and afifilied by 
faith to the heari—that is to say, compre- 
hensive ond vital Christianity, are the 
means of sotransforming him, that in the 
frame of his soul, as well as in the regula- 
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tion of his conduct he is brought to ‘ren- 
der unto God the things that are God’s.’” 

Thus the Bible, (for that is 47s Christi- 
unity) “containing both doctrines and pre- 
cepts, and applied by faith to the heart” 
(the true meaning of the “text” being 
first “ settled,” by the “astonishing indus- 
try of modern critics’) is the means of 
transforming man, which the divine light 
or “ universal principle,” is, according to 
the author, wholly incoumpetant to ef- 
fect !! 

The writer proceeds to state under sev- 
eral heads what Christianity (the Bible) 
does —Jt is “ the instrument” that teaches 
us our duties to God—brings us into a con- 
formity with his “ moral attributes” —and 
“by which mankind are introduced to 


| real happiness.” 


“ The way of true peace and unity in 
the true Church of Christ. 


( Continwed from fi. 185 ) 


“ And thus having declared what the 
true church of Christ is, and rectified some 


| ancient and general mistakes touching it, 


I shall now proceed to make known from 
the elear and evident word, the true and 
only bonds of the church’s union, peace 
and agreement, as the apostle hath deliv- 
ered them tous by the Spirit: Zphes. iv. 
4,5,6. ‘There is one body, and one spi- 
rit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling ; one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism ; one God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all.’ 

“ Where note in general, that among all 
these bonds of the church’s unity, the 
apostle makes not somuch as any men- 
tion of uniformity; indeed the Rhemists 
(being blinded) trom this very place, urge 
and press uniformity, (which is the word 
they use) as being the great and mighty 
engine, first to advance the mystery of in- 
iquity to its throne, and after to preserve 
it there. But it will appear anon, by the 
apostle’s doctrine, that no conformity, or 
uniformity, are any bonds of the true 
church’s peace and union; seeing the 
church is such a kingdom, as is not pre- 
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served in its peace by any outward forms | 
and orders, as the kingdoms of the world } 
are, but by outward principles: Where- | 
fore 1 shall proceed to speak ofthose spir- | 
itual bonds of the spiritual church’s unity, | 
which the apostle names ; and they are in | 
number, seven ; the first whereof is, 


Bopy. 


“ There is one body, saith Paul: The | 
right church of Christ is but one body, | 
consisting of many members ; and this is 
not a natural or political, but a spiritual 
body, even the body of Christ. Paz, in 
several of his epistles, takes pleasure to 
set forth the unity of the church, by this 
similitude ; as in Rom. xii. 4,5. ‘As we 
have many many members in one body, 
and all members have not the same of- 
fice ; so we, being many, are but one body, 
so :iso is Christ:? Where he calls the 
body by the name of the head, both ma- 
king up one Christ. 

“ Now this unity of body comprehends 
believers of all ages, and of all sorts. 


“1. Ot allages; for all believers that 
have been in the world heretofore, or now | 


are, or shall be hereafter, do ail make up 


but one body of Christ, though born and 


brought forth by degrees; and though | 
one part be born, and another not yet born, 
this doth not hinder unity of body in the | 
child; so the bringing forth the church | 
into the world in several ages, doth in no | 


wise hinder this unity of body. ; 

“92. As this unity of body comprehends 
believers of all ages, so also of all sorts 
and conditions, Jews and Genti/es, bond 
and free, &c. all which are made one 
body in Christ. Paul in Ephes. ii. 15. 
speaking of Jews and Gentiles, saith, 
* That Christ of these twain (who dit- 
fered as much as mankind could) hath 
made, in himself, one new man:’ For 
Christ, melting these two, by his Spirit. 
which is as fire, causes each todepartfrom 


himself, and makes both together one new | 


man, or body of Christ in himself, and thus | 
makes peace: For as long as men remain | 


amongst them; but when Christ makes 


them one body in himself, he makes peace | 
between them ; unity of body being a most 


' and then hears, &c. 


the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 

the which ye are called in one body.’ 
“Now, from this unity of body in the 

true church, we may note very consider- 


| able things, all to our present purpose. 


“1. That unity of body in the church, 
flows from unity of head: for here the 
members do not first conspire into unity 
of body among themselves, and after 
choose a head to their body; but first, 
these members are united to the head, 
and then to one another in and with the 
head; and so, because there is but one 
true head, Christ, there is but one true 
body, the church. 

“2. As the members of the natural 
body are born such through a natural 
birth, before they can do or can exercise 
any acts or offices_suitable to such mem- 
bers, and do not first exercise such offices, 
and then are made such members ; as for 
instance, the eve doth not first see, and 
then or therefore is made an eve in the 
body ; or the ear first hear, and then or 
therefore is made an ear inthe body: but 
the eve is first born an eye in the body, 
and then sees; and the ear is born an ear, 
So in the spiritual 
body of Christ, each Christian hath his 
membership, merely from a new or spir- 
itual birth, and hath his office from his 
membership ; and not from any action or 
operation of his own, before he was a 
member. In this spiritual, as inthe nat- 
ural body, the eye 1s born an eye, and 
therefore it sees; and the foot is born a 
foot, and therefore it walks ;, and each be- 
liever is only that which he is through a 
new birth, and cannot be placed in such 
and such an office by men; no more than 
men can place a seeing eye, or waiking 
foot, in the natural body, but they must 
be born there, ere they can be there. 
Each member in the true church, is born 
in his place and office by Gcod, and is not 
placed there by man: and when the 
church perceives this grace in its mem- 
bers, it suffers them to exercise those pla- 


ces and offices in the body, in which God 
different bodies, or men, there is no peace | 


hath produced or brought them foit:: 
his Spirit. 

“3. This unity of body stands well witha 
difference or distinction of members, and 


, by 


necessary bond of peace in the church; 1 the difference of members doth not hinder, 


as the apostle testifies: iii. 15. ‘Let but help the unity of the body: for, saith 


| 
| 

| 

| 

it 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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Pi ul, * The body is not oae member, but 
many ; and if they were all one member, 
where were the body 2?” 
jn the body are diversity of members, and 


oifice; ‘Ifthe whole body were an eye, 
where were the hearing? and if the 


“6. The members of the natural body 


do not each live to themselves, but all of 


And therefore, 


whole were an ear, where were the see- | 


ing, smelling, walking ? &c. So in the 


unity of Christ’s body, there are diversity | 


of members, with diversity of gifts and of- 
fices; and so, one hath the word of ¢ wis- 


ther the word of faith, another the gift of 
healing,’ &c. 1. Cor. xii. 8, 9. Every 
member in this body being in office, and 


al. And soagain, Rom. xii. 6. ‘ Having 
then gifts differing, according to the grace 


members of the body, which have some 
or other gifts given to them) if it be pro- 
phecy, let us prophecy according to the 
proportion of faith; if ministry, let us 
wait our ministering; or he that teacheth, 
on teaching, or he that exhorteth, on ex- 
hortation,’ &c. So that, in the true 
church, UNITY STANDS WITH DIVERSITY, 
BUT IN THE FALSE, UNITY WILL NOT 
STAND WITHOUT UNIFORMITY, 

«4, In this true church, or one body of 
Christ, notwithstanding diversity of mem- 


bers and offices, there is still an equality | all the people may be admitted, where 


ameng them all, seeing all alike make up 


no member can say to another, that] con- | and there were only outward ordinances, 


tribute more to the making up of the body — and laws for discipline and outward wor- 


| ship: But there was also the holiest of 
gannot say thus to the most mean, not the | 


than thou; the most honourable member 


them serve one another, and each of them 


| serves all; asthe eye sees for the foot, 
each member hath its several forms and | 
| for the eye, and the whole body, &c. So 
_among believers, none lives and acts for 


and the whole body and the hand works 


himself only, but each believer serves all, 


_ and all serve each one in love. 


“7, Members that are united into one 


| body, have a true sympathy with one ano- 
| ther, both in good and evil things: 1. Cor. 
dom, another the word of knowledge, ano- — 


xii. 26. * And whether one member suf- 
fer, and all the members suffer with it; 
or whether one member be honoured, all 


| the members rejoice with it.’ 


having received the spirit, profiteth with- | 


“8. Among the members ofthe body, 


| there is no law of force, but only a law of 
_ love; no member compelling another, but 
that is given to us, (he speaks of all the | 


each member serving another by love: 


| and if one member be infirm, and the rest 
| help it, and do not reject it: the more 
| they care for it, and do not the more des- 


pise it. 
* And this now isthe first bond of the 


true church’s unity.” 


| 


THE LETTER OF SCRIPTURE. 


“ The letter of the Scripture is but the 


outward court of the tabernacle, where 


one body ; in which respect, one member 
is as necessary to the body as another, and | 


apostles themselves to believers among | 
the Gentiles; for we are the body of | 


Christ, as well asthey,and they are the | court at most, where were nothing but 


body of Christ no more than we: where- 
fore no member, for diversity of office, is 


as useful in its place. 


beasts, clean and unclean, come and are 
sacrificed. And there was also the in- 
ward court, whither came the priests ; 


all, where only entered the high priest, 
and that but once a vear. The letter is 
but as this outward court, or the priests? 


| outward duties of preaching and sacrifi- 
| cing, of reading, hearing and praying, and 
to lift up himself above another member, | 
who is as necessary as itself to the ma-_ 
king up the body, and alsois every whit | 


is contented with its own place and office | 
in the body: so is every member, through 


the grace given unto it, contented with its | ful, mighty in operation, ‘sharper than 


place and office in the spiritual body, and | 
not oye either envies or despises another. |! the bones and the marrow, and is the dis- 


the hke. But within, in the holiest of all, 
there is the hidden manna; there is that 
which ail the other things without did but 


| represent ; for they were not the things 


“5. As in the natural body, each member | themselves: (as the apostie calls them;) 


there only is to be found Dedir, the Word; 
there is that which is quick and power- 


any two-edged sword, dividing between 


LETTER oF SCRIPTURE. 


201 


cerner of the thoughts and intents of the | 
heart” All the former things were but | 
cold, low, dead things, here is the life, 
here is the quickening, the spirit itself. 


sword of Jonathan, which 


| 


if 


in vain,’ (or empty, asthe last transla- | 


tion renders it,) from the blood of the by their looks and their lives. 


slain, nor from the fat of the mighty. 


This Word indced ransacks the heart; | acquiescence in the bark and outside of 


the strongest, the mightiest, the fattest 
lusts cannot stand before it. 
pulls down ‘all principalities and powers, 


and all spiritual wickednesses in high | 
places,’ (Ephes. vi. 12,) and it never fails | 
principalities and powers, . 


‘in spoiling 
making a shew of them openly, and tri- 
umphing over them in it,’ (Col. 1. 15.) 


This Word | poor prisoners, whose small pittance (as 


there they have their chief life, hope, 
and dependence ; for had they new diet, 
they would become new men. By the 


_ Men you may guess at their meat, as we 


There you shall find ‘that Word, that | use to say: for if they were fed with hea- 


never returns | 


venly manna, with the marrow and fat- 
ness of the Word, you should easily see it 


But I am 


| afraid there is such a general and woful 


_ things, that it hath made them like those 


And said the Lord, (Isa. 35. 11,) ‘So shall | 
my Word be, that goeth forth of my | 


mouth, it shall not return unto me void ; 


but it shall accomplish that, which 1 | 


please, and it shall prosper in that thing, 
whereto I sent it.” The letter always re- 


turns void, or in vain, thou sayest thou | 
readest it in the Church, and in thy fami- | 
ly, it may be, twice a day, and thou de- | 
liglitest to be exercised therein, and to | 


see that others do so; thou doest well, it 
is good in its place; but what good doth 


it convey tothy soul? what refreshment, — 


or nourishment, dost theu find by this thou 


so delightest in, and so boastest of? Be- | 


loved! where is the power, that the 


Word hath abroad among these kind of 


Jesus Christ ? 
are these, that so champ the letter be- 
tween their teeth, and roll it on their 
tongues for God’s sake, what are they in 
their lives? Have they got any virtue 
from Christ, by being so conversant with 
him? Are thev transformed and made 
New creatures? Do they live the inward 
and spiritual life of the Word? Are they 


Doth Christ’s life shine in them and by | 
them, so that they live not any longer to 
themselves? Are they fetched off their 
own bottoms, and ingrafted into Christ? 


the orator speaks) that in very deed, 


_ though they have been long teachers and 


professors of religion, yet according to 
that of the prophet Zach. xiii. 4. ‘It shall 
come to pass, that the prophet shall be 
as iamed every one of his vision, when he 
hath prophecied, neither shall they wear 
a rough garment to deceive :’ that is dis- 
tinction ot garments, or of colours to de- 
ceive, because they would be known from 
other men, and more reverenced and 
bowed before than others; but by their 
fruits ye shall know them. 

“Astake a man, that hath been hard 
kept with il! fare, ijl diet, and want of 
clothes, his very countenance will shew 
it; but let him come to better keeping, 
good nourishing diet, and warm clothes, 
and you shall see his complexion and his 
flesh come again, and his whole body and 
couutenance will be more white, smooth 


and sightly: So he that feeds upon the 
| lite and marrow of this Word, Oh! he is 
men, that seem so much to throng after | 


What manner of people | ° 


| the profits, the honours thereof. 


Or rather, do not they altogether live, | 
and Christ is dead in them? Do they 
feed upon any thing but husks, upon the 
letter of the Word, upon the world and 
coyetousness, 


delight. 


quite another man, than he was before. 
Ihe time was, that he lived like a swine, 
eat, fed, and fared like a swine, went to 
bed and rose again like a swine, walked, 
spake and conversed lke a swine, (and 
yet it may be, has said his prayers de- 
voutly down-lying and up-rising) and all 
this was, because he fed and fared like a 
swine, he lived upon husks, the letter of 


_ the Word, without the Spirit and the 


dead to the world, and the world to them? | marrow, and that would suffer him to fol- 


_ low the world, to wallow in the pleasures, 
These 
and the like he fed upon, and these rel- 
ished with him, and nothing else but such 
like husks and excrements and carnal 
things, were ail together his meet and his 
Will not new food alter all, 


-eventhe whole man? Judge therefore, 
whether we may not call the 


and upon Creatures? And |i brethren, 
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letter of this blessed, wholesome and hea- 
venly book, (which within it contains the 
bread of God, living bread, heaveniy man- 
na, and angels food,) any other but the 
husks of such men; whether it be any 
thing else to these men, but the city of the 
letter, the book sealed, fleshly and bodily 
exercise, which profiteth them nothing. 
Itis not yet Dedir to them. It is true, 
they call it the Word of God, as the Jews 
did, Jerm. vii. 4. ‘Oh! the temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord!’ So they 
call it the Word, and the Word: Yea, 
by all means, it isthe Word of God; but 
you see, it is not the Word to them; for 
where is the nourishment they get from 
it? And as the apostle in another case 
saith, the prophet Isaiah is very bold, 
so say I of S. Bernard; for he is very 
bold, when he saith in his sermom, 65 up- 
on Cant. and applicable upon this occa- 
sion, that the literal, common, and usual 
sense of the letter is unprofitable and un- 
savoury. They are his own bold lan- 
guage, and indeed utterly unworthy and 
unfit for the Scriptures of God, and the 
living Word or Mind of Christ, which is 
so reverend, so hoiy, so auithentical; but 
that I take his aim to be, he would not 
have mento rest in that, which is so to 
them, if they go no farther; for the let- 
ter and the grammatical sense is but the 
bone, the living sense, the marrow, the 
nourishment, that is fast locked up in the 
letter, as the marrow is in the bone, and 
cannot be come at without the bone be 
broken. And Oh! if men did but feed 
upon the life and marrow, alas to day, 
how would it alter their lives and their 
looks, and reform their ways, and make 
them look like Christians, doing the works 
of Christians! I profess, for my part, I 
find very few men look like Christians in 
their lives; but that they smooth them- 
selves up with crying the temple of the 
Lord, and the temple of the Lord, with a 
mere smooth, demure, outside profession 
of godliness ; but the prophet tells them 
there, they were deceived; for saith he: 
‘The temple of the Lord are these ; if ve 
thoroughly amend your ways and your 
doings, if ye thoroughly exercise judg- 
ment between man and man, &c. But 
will you steal, murder, lye, commit adul- 
tery, swear falsely, burn incense to Baal, 


and serve other Gods, and oppress the 
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, 
&c. and then come and stand before me 
in my house, which is called by my Name, 
and say: We are delivered, what for? 
To do all these abominations. Is this 
house which is called by my Name, be- 
come a house of thieves, and a den of rob- 
bers?’ Jerm. 7, 3—11. 

“ Therefore 1 charge you in the name 
of God, as ever ye hope for Heaven, or 
think to see God's face, learn (yet I know 
it is not in your power to learn) but this I 
say, to shew you what you shouid be, and 
what you must be, if ever you enter into 
the kingdom of God. Learn hencefor- 
ward, I say, not to keep this book in your 
houses only and in your heads; but to 
break the body of Christ, that you may 
eat of the true bread, as saith our Lord: 
‘This is my body, which is broken for 
you.” Learn to smite the rock, that you 
may get the pure water of life, running 
from under the throne of God, and the 
Lamb, and of the tree of life in the New 
Jerusalem, and not outwardly to touch it 
only ; for that will do thee no more good 
than if thou hadst touched the body of 
Christ, when he was upon earth. Yet | 
many desire to see him, and rejoiced to 
see him, and to converse with him, and 
touch him, even Herod himself was ex- 
ceeding glad to see him ; and so it is now 
and always hath been in all ages, with 
most professors in regard of the letter, 
and externals of the Word; Christ’s bo- 
dv does us no good, except his body be 
broken, and his blood shed for us. Nei- 
ther will the water you draw out of the 
letter, do any more good for your souls, 
than that water the woman of Samaria 
drew out of Jacob’s well, and he that 
drinks of that shall thirst again; but ‘he 
that drinketh of the water that Christ 
giveth, he shall never thirst, and it shall 
be in him an everlasting well of water, 
springing up to everlasting life.’ John iv. 
14.°—[ Hverard. 


SALVATION. 

“There is but one salvation for all man- 
kind, and that is the life of God in the soul. 
(sod has but one design or intent towards 
all mankind, and that is to introduce or 
generate his own life, light, and spirit 


| 
| 
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them, that all may be as so many images, 
temples, and habitationsof the Holy Trin- 
ity. This is God’s good will to all Chris- 
tians, Jews, and Heathens. They are all 
equally the desire of his heart, his light 
continually waits for an entrance into ail 
of them, his wisdom crieth, she putteth 
forth her voice, not here, or there, but ev- 
ery where, in all the streets of all the 
parts of the world. 

“ Now there is but one possible way for 
man to attain this salvation, or life of God 
in the soul. There is not one for the Jew, 
another for a Christian, and a third for the 
Heathen. No; God is one, human na- 
ture is one, salvation is one, and the way 
to itis one; and that is, the desire of 
the soul turned to God. When this | 
desire is alive and breaks forth in any | 
creature under Heaven, then the lost | 
sheep is found, and the shepherd hath it 
upon his shoulders. ‘Through this desire 
the poor prodigal son leaveth his husks 
and swine, and hasteth to his Father ; ’tis 
because of this desire that the Father 
seeth the son, while yet afar off, that he | 
runs out to meet him, falleth on his neck, 
and kisseth him. See here how plainly 
we are taught, that no sooner has this de- 
sire arisen, and in motion, towards God, | 


but the operation of God’s spirit answers _ 
to it, cherishes and welcomes its first be- | 
ginnings, signified by the Father’s seeing, | 
and having compassion on his son, whilst | 
yet afar off, that is, in the beginnings of | 
his desire. Thus does this desire do all, | 
it brings the soul to God, and God into | 
the soul, it unites with God, it co-operates 


“Oh my God, just and Good, how great 
's thy love and mercy to mankind, that 
Heaven is thus every where open, and 
Christ thus the common Saviour to all 
that turn the desire of their hearts to thee 
Oh sweet power of the bruiser of the ser- 
pent, born in every son of man, that stirs 
and works in every man, and gives every 
man a power and desire, to find his hap- 
piness in God! QO holy Jesus, heavenly 
light, that lighteth every man that com- 
eth into the world, that redeemeth every 
soul that foiloweth thy light, which is al- 
ways within him! O holy trinity, im- 
mense ocean of divine love, in which all 
mankind live,and move, and have their 
being! None are separated from thee, 
none live out of thy love, but all are em- 
braced in the arms ofthy mercy, all are 
partakers of thy divine life, the operation 
of thy holy Spirit, as soon as their heart 
is turned to thee ! Oh plain, and easy, and 
simple way of salvation, wanting no sub- 
tleties of art or science, no borrowed 
Learning, no refinements of reason, but 
ail done by the single natural motion of 
every heart, that truly longs after God. 
For no sooner is the finite desire of the 
creature in motion towards God, but the 


| infinite desire of God is united with it, co- 


operates with it. And in this united de- 
sire of God, and the creature, is the sal- 
vation, and life of the soul brought forth. 
For the soul is shut out of God, and im- 
prisoned in its own dark workings of 
flesh and blood, merely and solely because 
it desires to live to the vanity of this 
world. This desire is its darkness, its 


with God, and it is one life with God. | 
Suppose this desire not to be alive, not in | 
motion either in a Jew, or a Christian, and | 
then all the sacrifices, the service, the | 
worship either of the Law or the Gospel, | 
are but dead works, that bring no life into | 
the soul, nor beget any union between God 
and it. Suppose this desire tobe awaken- 
ed, and fixed upon God, though in souls 
that never heard either of the Law or 
the Gospel, and then the divine life, or 
operation of God enters into them, and 


death, its imprisonment, and separation 
from God. 

“When therefore the first spark of a 
desire after God arises in thy soul, cher- 
ish it with all thy care, give all thy heart 
unto it, it is nothing less than atouch of 
the divine loadstone, that is to draw thee 
out of the vanity of time, into the riches 
of eternity. Get up therefore and follow 
it as gladly as the wise men of the east’ 
followed the star from heaven that ap- 


the new birth in Christ is formed in those, 
that never heard of his name. And these 
are they ‘that shall come from the East, 
and from the West, and sit down with 
Abraham, and Isaac in the kingdom of God. 


peared tothem. It willdoforthee,as the 
star did for them, it will lead thee to the 
birth of Jesus, not in a stable at Bethlehem 
in Judea, but to the birth of Jesus in the 
dark centre of thy own fallen soul.” 
Law’s spirit of Prayer. 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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MISSIONARY SOCIETIES. 


— — > 


BIBLE AND MISSIONARY SOCIETIES, &c. 


The Baptists in N. Carolina, to the num- 
ber of “thirteen or fourteen churches,” 
have seceded from the body, and issucd a 
testimony against the schemes, which had 
been so much followed in that society, to 
spread the Gospel. The foilowing is a 
part of their declaration. 

“Whereas, from twenty years expe- 
rience of the progress of missionary plans _ 
and proceedings among us, we find that 
no benefit has arisen to the cause ot | 
Christ or his church, but on the contrary, 
they have been the fruitful source of ar- 


and proceedings as have lately been re- 
sorted to in orderto get money and sub- 
scriptions, under pretence of promoting 
religion and spreading the Gospel, while 
in this day there are too many that seem 
‘o glory in these very proceedings, and 
bring dishonour on the Christian name. 
We hesitate not to say that the socie- 
ties and practices already referred to, 


have no warrant from the New Testa- 


| ment, nor in the example and practice of 


| Christ or the Apostles. We also well 


know that our unhired, and unlearned, 


| but laborious and faithful predecessors in 


gument,strife, and co itenption, destroyed | 


the peace, fellowship, and union of breth- | 


ren, and even the ministers of different | 


churches, more than any thing else which 
has taken place in our denomination du- 
ring the above period, and whereas we 
plainly see and realize that they have giv- 
en rise to reproaches, backbitings, whis- 
perings, and evil speaking, causing discord 


the subject of Missions, whereby that bro- 
theriv love and fellowship which have 
heretofore been enjoyed and ought to 
abound, are destroyed—We do most sin- 


cerely believe that it is the missionary | 
proceedings and beggars that have come © 
among us that has been the principal | 


cause of our distress, and which we see 
to be daily increasing, while we consci- 
entiously feel that we have not departed 
from the ground upon which the Baptist 
denomination stood when we first joined 
the community, nor swerved in doctrine 
or ordinance from the long established 
principle of our venerable fathers in the 
church of God: being well assured 
thit Missionary Socicties, bible Societies, 
Tract Societies, Theological Schools, &c. 
and begging money, and hiring agents, to 
beg for the support of such institutions, 
neither engaged the attention nor receiv- 
ed any countenance in the example or 
practice of early ministers, who bore the 
burden and heat of persecution and suit 

ferings, and by their faithtuluess and de- 


| the ministry, brought the Baptist society 
toa greater state of purity, peace, and 


prosperity, than all these unhaliowed 


schemes and missionary operations have 
done, or ever will be able to do, with all 
their parade and begging of money. And 


| indeed, ever since these modern schemes 


and societies have been invented, and 
persons of by-ends and worldly princi- 


_ ples have engaged in them for the sake 
and disagreement amongst the Baptists on 


of the honour or profit which they might 
bring to them, thereby forming a con- 
'nexion with this world, the cause of vi- 
tal godliness, peace, and union, has been 
declining among us. From these consid- 
erations, 1Ve do therefore most solemnly 
declare a non-feliowshif with all such so- 
cieties and proceedings, and with all 


_ churches who hold members of such so- 


votedness to the cause of truth brought | 


the Baptist society tothat amount of num- 
beis and influence which they have since 
attained. They would indeed have beeu 
ashamed, and blushed at such conduct 


_cieties in them, and that we cannot, as in- 
dependent churches ot Jesus Christ, tra- 
vel iurther in communion with those 
_ churches or individuals that disregard our 
feelings, break our peace, and disturb the 
tranquility of the churches to which we 
belong.” 

[Let the Society of Friends in England, 
who should have been the last to dabble 
in these futile efforts, take counse: trom 


| the present signs of the times, and return, 


to their ancient testimony for INTERNAL 
LicutT; and that against a busy, hireling, 
oppressive, and profligate priesthood ; in- 


| stead of joining with it, in such schemes. 


—*Come out from among them, and be 
ye separate”’—has ever been, and remains 
to be the language of the Spirit to the 
Church of Christ. It has been sounded 


the loudest in the ears of Quakers; and 
if they continue to disregard it, it will 


cease to be heard among them; and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 


sounded elsewhere; for the very stones | strength, when he knows that his heiper 


will be brought to cry out before the tes- 
timony be permitted to fall.] | 


THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 


Si fractus illabatur 
Impavidum ferient ruine. 


Hor. lib. HI. Od. 3. 1.7. 


Should the whole frame of nature round 
him break, 


In ruin and confusion huri’d, 
He, unconcerned, would hear amidst the 
mighty crack, 


And stand secure amidst a falling world. | 


‘ ti fth t 
“ Man considered in himself, is a very 


helpless and a very wretched being. He 
is subject every moment to the greatest 
calamities and misfortunes. He is beset 
with danger on all sides, and may become 
unhappy by numberless casualties, which 
he could not foresee, nor have prevented 
had he foreseen them. 

“Tt is our comfort, while we are obnox- 
jous to so many accidents, that we are 
under the care of one who directs con- 
tingencies, and has in his hands the man- 
agement of every thing that is capable of 
annoying or offending us; who knows the 
assistance we stand in need of, and is al- 
ways ready to bestow it on those who ask 
it of him. 

“The natural homage which such a 
creature bears to so infinitely wise and 
good a Being, is a firm reliance on him 


for the blessings and conveniences of life ; |, 


and an habitual trust in him for deliver- 
ance out of all such dangers and difficulties 
as may befal us. 

“The man who always lives in this dis- 
position of mind, has not the same dark 


and melancholy views of human nature as | 


he who considers himself atstractedly 
from this relation to the Supreme Being. 
At the same time that he reflects upon 
his own weakness and imperfection, he 
comforts himself with the contemplation 
of these divine attributes, which are em- 
ployed for his safety and his welfare. He 
finds his want of foresight made up by the 
omniscience of him who is his support. 
He is not sensible of his own want of 


| 
} 
| 
| 


| 


is Almighty. In short, the person who 
has a firm trust on the Supreme Being, is 
powerful in his power, wise by his wis- 
dom, happy by his happiness. He reaps 
the benefit of every divine attribute, and 
loses his own sufficiency in the fulness of 
infinite pertection. 

“ To make our lives more easy to us, we 
are commanded to put our trust in him, 
who is thus able to relieve and succour 
us; the divine goodness having made such 
a reliance a duty, notwithstanding we 
should have been miserable had it been 
forbidden us. 

« Among several motives which might 
be made use of, to recommend this duty 


tollow. 

“ The first and strongest is, that we are 
promised he will not fail those who put 
their trust in him. 

“ But without considering the supernat- 
ural blessing which accompanies this duty, 
we may observe, that it has a natural ten- 
dency to its own rewards; or, in other 
words, that this firm trust and confidence 
in the great Disposer of al] things, con- 


| tributes very much to the getting clear of 


any affliction, or to the bearing it man- 
fully. A person who believes he has his 
succour at hand, and that he acts in sight 
of his friend, often exerts himself beyond 
his abilities, and does wonders that are ~ 
not to be matched by one who is not ani- 
mated with such a confidence of success. 
I could produce instances from History, 
of generals, who, out of a belief that they 
were under the protection of some invisi- 
ble assistant, did not only encourage their 
soldiers to do their utmost, but have act- 
ted themselves beyond what they would 
have done, had they not been inspired by 
such a belief. I might, in the same man- 
ner, shew how sucha trust in the assis- 
tance of an Almighty Being naturally 
produces patience, hope, cheerfulness, 
and all other dispositions of mind, that 
alleviate those calamities which we are 
not able to remove. 

“The practice of this virtue adminis- 
ters great comfort to the mind of man in 
times of poverty and afflictions, but most 
of all in the hour of death. When the 


v 


soul is hovering in the last moments of its 
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sepration, when it is just entering on an- 
other state of existence, to converse with 
scenes, and objects, and companions, that 
are altogether new; what can support 
her under such tremblings of thought, 
such fear, such anxiety, such apprehen- 
s ons, but the casting of all her cares up- 

‘ina who first gave her being, who has 
c ineted her through one stage of it, 
andi will be always with her to guide and 
comfort her in her progress through 
? 

“avid has very beautifully repre- 
sented this steady reliance on God Al- 
mi;chty in his twenty-third psalm; which 
is « kind of pastoral hymn, and filled with 
those allusions which are usual in that 
kindof writing. As the poetry is very 
exguisite, I shall present my reader with 
the f lowing translation of it. 


“The Lord my pasture shall prepare, 
And teed me with a shepherd’s care: 
H's presence shall my wants supply, 
An‘ guard me with a watchful eye ; 
My noon-day walks he shall attend, 
And all my midnight hours defend. 


W in the sultry glebe I faint, 

Or on the thirsty mountain pant, 

To fertile vales, and dewy meads, 

My weary wand’ring steps he leads, 
Where peaceful rivers, soft and slow, 
Amid the verdant landscape flow. 


Though in the paths of death I tread, 
With zloomy horrors overspread, 

My steadfast heart shall fear no ill, 

For thou, O Lord, art with me still; 
Thy friendly crook shall give me aid, 
And guide me through the dreadful shade. 


Though ina bare and rugged way, 
‘Through devious lonely wilds I stray, 
Thy bounty shall my pains beguile; 
The barren wilderness shall smile, 

With sudden greens and herbage crown’d, 
And streams shall murmer all around.” 


THE CONQUEST OF PERU. 


“Peru had long been governed by a 
race of emperors under the name of In- 
cas, who were supposed tu be the de- 
scendants of the sun. The name of the 
Spanish invader was Pizarro, and that of 
the Inca in possession of the crown, Ata- 
haulpa. Alarmed at the ravages of the 


Spaniards, this prince agreed to an inter- 
view with their general, in order to settle 
the conditions of a peace. Though Pi- 
zarro solicited the conference, he had no 
thoughts but of war. The Inca, itis said, 
was not more sincere in his professions. 
He came to the place of meeting carried 
upon a throne of gold, and attended by 
upwards of ten thousand men: twenty 
thousand more are reported to have wait- 
ed his signal; but for this report, or the 
insincerity of the Inca, there seems to 
have been no foundation in fact. All the’ 
Peruvians were richly dressed, and their 
arms glittered with gold and precious 
stones. The avarice of the Spaniards 
was inflamed. Pizarro disposed his fol- 
lowers, who did not exceed two hundred, 
in the most: advantageous order, while 
Vincenti Valverde, a Dominican friar, ad- 
vanced toward Atahualpa, with a cruci- 
fix in one hand and a breviary in the oth- 
er. He addressed to the Inca, 5y the 
help of an interpreter, a long discourse, 
unfolding the principles of the Christian 
faith, and pressing him to embrace that 
religion, and submit himself to the king 
of Spain, to whom the pope had given 
Peru. Atahaulpa, who had listened with 
a good deal of patience, replied thus to 
his pious admonisher: ‘How extravagant 
is it in the pope, to give away so liber- 
ally that which doth not belong to him! 
—He is inferior, you own, to God the 
Father, to God the Son, and to God the 
Holy Ghost: these are all your gods; 
and the gods only can dispose of king- 
doms. I should like to be a friend to the 
king of Spain, who has sufficiently dis- 
played his power by sending armies to 
such distant countries ; but I will not be 
his vassal. I owe tribute to no mortal 
prince: I know no superior upon earth. 
Che religion of my ancestors I venerate: 
and to renounce it would be equally ab- 
surd and impious, until you have convin- 
ced me it is false, and that yours, which 
you would have me embrace is true. 
You adore a god who died upon a gibbet: 
I worship the sun, who never dies.’ 

“* Vengeance !’—cried Valverde, turn- 
ing towards the Spaniards ; ‘ vengeance ! 
my friends ; kill these dogs, who despise 
the religion of the cross.’ 

“The word of command was given ; 
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the artillery played; the musquetry fired ; 
the cavalry spread confusion and terror ; 
while Pizarro advanced, at the head of a 
chosen band, and seized the person of the 
Inca. The slaughter was dreadful, and 
the pillage immense. The blow was fi- 
nal: Peru ceased to be anempire. The 
descendants of the Sun, who united in 
their persons both the regal and pontifi- 
cial dignity, sunk undera set of banditti 
that knew not their birth. After drain- 
ing Atahualpa of his treasure, under pre- 
tence of a ransom for his liberty, Pizarro 
condemned him to be burnt alive, as an 
obstinate idolater. But through the me- 
diation of father Valverde, blessed inter- 
cessor! the Inca’s sentence was changed 
into strangling, on condition that he should 
die in the Christian faith. 

“ The conquest of Mexico and Peru put 
the Spaniards at once in possession of | 
more specie than all the other nations of | 
Europe. Yet Spain from that zra has | 
continued to decline. It has declined in | 
population, industry, and vigour. The | 
vices attendant upon riches have cor- | 
rupted all ranks of men, and enervated | 
the national spirit. From being the first 
kingdom in Europe, it is become one of 
the less considerable. Portugal has ex- 
perienced a like fate, since the discovery 
of the passage to India by the Cape of 
Good Hope, and the settlement of Bra- 
zil: and from the same cause, a too great 
and sudden influx of wealth.” 


ABUSE OF SCRIPTURE, AND THE NAMF 
OF RELIGION. 


Every description of religionists, as 
well as the cruel, the fanatical, and the 
ambitious, have appealed to the authori- 
ty of Scripture, and made religion a cloak 
to sanction and sanctify their designs. 
When Cromwell had resolved to get rid 
of Charles, he secretly called together 
the officers of his army, who styled them- 
selves saints; and in that “ hypocritical 
conference,” says Russel, “after many 
enthusiastic prayers, and fanatical effu- 
sions, was first opened the daring counsel 
of subjecting the king toa judicial sen- 
tence.” 


“This resolution being solemnly form- 


ed, it became necessary to concert such 
measures as would make the parliament 
adopt it ; and to conduct them insensibly 
from violence to violence, till that last act 
of atrocious iniquity should seem essential 
to their own safety. The levellers were 
prepared for such a proceeding, by fre- 
quent sermons from the following p.s- 
sage of scripture, on which the fanatical 
preachers of those times delighted to 
dwell: ‘ Let the high praises of the Lord 
be in the mouths of his saints, and a two 
edged sword in their hands, to execute 
vengeance upon the heathen, and pun- 
ishment upon the people ; and bind their 
kings with chains, and their nobles with 
fetters of iron ; to execute upon them the 
judgments written! This honour hath all 
his saints.’ ” 

After the ordinance for the king’s trial 
was read and agreed to in parliament— 
a measure first concerted, fostered, and 
finally matured by the art and cunning of 
Cromwell; the latter, in the following 
speech to the parliament, affords one of 
the most extraordinary instances of reli- 
gious hypocrisy on record.—“ Should any 
one have voluntarily proposed,” said 
Cromwell, “ to bring the king to punish- 
ment, I should have regarded him asthe 
greatest traitor; but since Providence 
and necessity have cast us upon it, I will 
pray to God for a blessing on your coun- 
sels, though I am not prepared to give you 
any advice on this important occasion. 
Even I myself,” added he, “when I was 
lately offering up petitions for his majes- 
ty’s restoration, felt my tongue cleave to 
the roof of my mouth, and considered this 
supernatural movement as the answer 
which heaven, having rejected the king, 
had sent to my supplications”! 


“To hear some Christians talk, one 
would imagine they thought it their duty, 
and a mark of sincerity and goodness, to 
be always complaining of corrupt and des- 
perately wicked hearts, and consequently 
that they ought to have, or in fact should 
always have, such hearts to complain of. 
But let no man deceive himself. A wick- 
ed and corrupt heart is too dangerous a 
thing to be trifled with. I would not here 
be thought to discourage the humble sen- 
timents every man should have of himself, 
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under our present infirmities. But we 
may greatly wrong ourselves by a false 
humility ; and whoever carefully peruseth 
the New Testament will find, that how- 
ever we are obliged to repent of sin, a 
spirit of complaining and bewailing is not 
the spirit of the Gospel ; neither is it any 
rule of true religion, nor any mark of sin- 
cerity, to have corrupt hearts, or to be al- 


ways complaining of such hearts. No, | 


the gospel is intended to deliver us from 
all iniquity, and to purify us into a pecu- 
liar people, zealous of good works, to sanc- 


tify us throughout in one body, soul and | 


spirit, that we may mow be saints, may 
now have peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, 
and at length be presented without spot 
or blemish before the presence of God. 
Christ loved the church and gave him- 
self for it, not that it might continue groan- 
ing ma state of corruption and wicked- 
ness, but that he micht, even in this world 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing 


of water, by the word, that he might pre- | 


sent it to himself a glorious church not 
having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing ; 
but that it should be holy and without 
blemish. And this is the invariable sense 
ofthe revelation. Nevertheless it is man- 
ifestly true, that while we are in the body 
we shall be exercised with the passions 
thereof. but this is not our corruption or 
wickedness, but the trial of our virtue and 
holiness in resisting and subduing every 
irregular appetite. And it is the real 
character of every true Christian, not that 


he feels he hath a corrupt and wicked | 


heart, but that he crucifieth the flesh with | 
the affections and lusts, and perfects holi- | 


ness in the fear of the Lord. A_ real 
Shristian may say, my heart is weak, and 


my passions stronz; but he is no real | 
Christian, or the gospel hath not had its | 
proper effects upon him, if we cannot at. 


the same time truly say, I resist and re- 


strain my passions, and bring them into | 
captivity tothe lawsof reason and true holi- | 
ness: whatever isevil and corruptin us we | 
ought to condemn; not so as that it shall 
still remain in us; that we may always be | 
condemning it; but, that we may speedi- | 


ly reform, and be effectually delivered 


from it; otherwise certainly we do not | 


come up to the character of the disciple 
of Jesus Christ.” —[John Taylor. 


There is a tongue in every leaf. 


There is a tongue in every leaf 

A voice in every rill, 

A voic: that speaketh every where 

In flood and fire thro’ earth and air 
A tonenue that’s never stull! 
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*Tis the Great Spirit wide diffused 

Thro’ every thing we see, 

That with our spirits communeth 

Of things mysterious,—Life and Death, 
Time, and Eternity ! 


I see him in the blazing sun, 

And in the thunder cloud, 

I hear him ia the mighty roar, 

That rusheth thro’ the forests hoar 
When winds are piping loud. 


I see him, hear him every where, 

In all things—Darkness, Light, 

Silence and sound, but most of all 

When Slumber’s dusky curtains fall 
At the dead hour of night. 


I fee! him in the silent dews, 

By srateful earth betrayed ; 

I feel him in the gentle showers, 

The soft south wind, the breath of flowers’ 
The sunshine, and the shade. 


And vet (ungrateful that I am) 

I’ve turned in sullen mood, 

From all the things, whereof he said 

When the great whole was finished, 
That they were “ very good.” 


My sadness on the loveliest things 
Fell like emblossomed dew, 
The darkness that encompass’d me’ 
The gloom I felt so palpably, 

Mine own dark spirit threw. 


Yet he was patient—slow to wrath 

Though every day provoked 

By selfish pining discontent 

Acceptance cold or negligent, 
And promises revoked. 


And still the same rich feast was spread 
For my insensate heart, 
Not always so,—I wake again 
To join Creation’s rapturous strain, 
“QO Lord how good thou art.” 


The clouds drew up, the shadows fled, 
The glorious sun broke out, 
And love, and hope, and gratitude, 
Dispelled that miserable mood, 

Of darkness and of doubt. 


Numbers from the commencement of 
the work, can be furnished to future sub- 
scribers.—Remittances made only to B. 
Webb, orthe Editor. Subscriptions not 
received for less than six months: and 
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